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Social Stories
Learning Outcome: Students will consider appropriate behaviour for train travel and think about the best option for situations that may be a barrier to travel in the future.
Students will be prepared for rail travel, having the opportunity to overcome concerns.
Suggested Use: A social story is a simplistic, illustrated narrative that presents a life situation in a clear way.
Our social stories present train travel-related situations that a young person could encounter in real life as short narratives that aim to be accessible to all students.

Our social stories are all presented in two sections.

Section A presents the situation with an image, a short narrative and five questions (these are how, what, when, why, where style questions). The story pauses here at the point of disequilibrium; this allows for discussion around what options a person is left with and how they may be feeling. 

Section B presents the situation with the same image, but the narrative now tells the next part of the story: the resolution. There are five bigger task options with section B that can encourage students to think about the whole scenario more deeply.

All tasks and questions are optional; you may want to use the social story differently, depending on the needs of your students. Also depending on the needs of students, they can be used as image only, text only, or image and text.


Duration
30 Minutes
Subject Focus
PSHE
Age Group
KS2 and KS3
Resources
Social Story Scenario (included with this download) 
Focus Vocabulary
British Transport Police
Embarrassing
Responsible 
Situation
Emotions
Consequence
Reaction 


Ideas for future linked learning
If you found our Social Stories a useful tool for exploring emotions, consider using the ‘Overcoming Overwhelm’ lesson and the ‘Exploring our Emotions’ lesson from our website.
If your students enjoyed learning about rail-related situations, they may enjoy some of our other rail-related resources, such as ‘God’s Wonderful Railway’.
As explored in this resource, travelling by rail can be stressful. Consider using our ‘Sounds Good to Me’ lesson to look at the positive boost music can give us, as well as looking at the role of music when travelling.
Take some of the social stories further by asking groups of students to act out the situations. Are there options available that weren’t explored in the stories?

[image: ]Our social stories have links to the PSHE and Lifeskills curriculum but are likely to be beneficial for work with students who have additional needs.

 These may not be laid out clearly as a curriculum link and will more likely link to individual pathways or My Plan targets.  


Opportunities for fieldwork / visits
A train visit can be an excellent opportunity to put some of the learning from the social story sessions into action.
Contact us to arrange a ‘Try a Train’ experience for your students; please see our website for more details.Sustainable Development Goals
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